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population who would only buy meat made hallal or lawful*
by throat-cutting. To use a humane killer would at least
double the price of Army beef. Happily the cutting of
throats by an Eastern butcher is usually a quick procedure,
and there is no such thing as unskilled stunning which is or
was the scandal of Europe.

It will be seen that it is only by the subterfuge of selling
to Moslems that an Indian farmer can get even a hide price,
unless he waits for natural death. Sheep and goats are grown
for wool and also as meat, and both, but specially the latter,
are milked. The milking value of the cattle is often far too
small, owing to the entirely promiscuous breeding that takes
place and the fact that holy bulls, good and bad, roam about
at will, propagating freely. There are one or two indigenous
breeds of splendid milkers, such as the Saiwal, but only in
the Army dairies, in the Government instructional farms
and in a few of the Princes' studs is the improvement of
breed and yield thought of. Fortunately much of the milk
and butter yield comes from the huge old black mud-caked
water buffalo, who is often to be seen lying in a muddy pond
to defeat his adversary the fly. Buffalo milk is very heavy
in cream content, especially if well fed. Cotton seed is the
main food that makes for heavy cream yield. Despite the
millions of bovines, many are so inferior that the available
milk supply is far too small for the population, while ghee,
the melted butter that is a food staple, is greatly deficient
and is adulterated with vegetable oils, and it is to be feared
often with animal fat sufficient to lose every Hindu his place
in heaven. The Royal Commission on Indian Agriculture
stated that there are millions of cows and bulls quite unfit
for any purpose, that are impoverishing the land and giving
no yield, the cows quite unfit for breeding. And yet deeply
ingrained religious prejudice forbids their destruction. Not,
unless we destroy Hinduism, does it seem possible to remedy
this evil. Hinduism is a very ancient belief, and ancient
beliefs based on revelation do not readily go down before
either reason or Western apparent carelessness. To this day